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(57) Abstract 

The invention relates to plant pot (1) for cultivating plants which is in the form of a parallelepiped and made from mineral 
wool (2) with a top surface (3) for receiving a plant, of which the four sides adjoining the top surface are provided with a water- 
and lightproof material (12), wherein on at least one side surface the water- and lightproof material is provided with root holes 
(17), wherein preferably on a side surface remote from the side surface provided with root holes the water and lightproof material 
is provided with an opening for a dripper (22). 
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Slant pot for galtigfijbjng r ^-^- 

The present invention relates to a plant pot for 
cultivating plants, namely for propagating seedlings, cuttings, 
grafts and the like in a substrate culture. 

A known plant pot is described for instance in 
EP-A-0 176 134, whereof the content is deemed by reference to be 
interpolated herein. 

The known plant pot can be provided with an opening in 
the top surface for receiving a grow plug provided with a 
seedling. This opening may optionally be o^tted, for instance 
in the case of a cutting which can be placed directly in the top 
surface of the plant pot. 

The four side surfaces of the plant pot are provided with 
a water- and lightproof material, for example a layer of foil 
which can be wrapped round the plant pot or arranged as shrink 
15 wrapping. 

After the plant has been propagated in the plant pot, the 
latter is finally placed on a growing slab into which the plant 
roots can grow out further. 

For a number of plants, such as tomatoes, after the plant 

20 pot has been placed on the growing slab and the plant has 

reached a horizontal thread in a higher position, the plants are 
trained using a rope such that the plant stem first runs 
virtually horizontally from the plant pot and is subsequently 
guided inclining upward. In this way the picking height can be 

25 kept substantially constant. 

Because the plant stem bends horizontally, there is the 
danger of it touching the plant pot, particularly at the 
location of the side edge. Contact with the nutrient liquid and 
with a salt crust that may have formed results in stem burning, 

30 whereby the plant may eventually die. 
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In order to prevent the risk of stem burning it is 
proposed according to the invention to tilt the plant pot such 
that it rests on the growing slab with one of its side surfaces 
that is covered by water- and lightproof material • In order to 
5 ensure growth of the plant roots out of the plant pot into the 
growing slab, root holes therefore have to be arranged in the 
water- and lightproof material on this side surface which is a 
bottom surface during cultivation. To this end the invention 
provides a plant pot for cultivating plants which is in the form 
10 of a parallelepiped and made from mineral wool with a top 

surface for receiving a plant, of which the four sides adjoining 
the top surface are provided with a water- and lightproof 
material wherein on at least one side surface the water- and 
lightproof material is provided with root uoles. 
15 It is thus possible to place the plant pot provided with 

a propagated plant ih a tilted position on the growing slab so 
that the top surface of the plant pot now lies in a side surface 
and the plant stem grows therefrom substantially horizontally. 
In order to be able to adequately provide the plant pot 
20 according to the invention with nutrient liquid and water it is 
further recommended that on a side surface remote from the side 
surface provided with root holes the water- and lightproof 
material is provided -with -an opening for a dripper. 

In order to facilitate handling of the plant pot during 
25 propagation, large numbers of plant pots are mutually coupled by 
a coupling strip. 

According to one embodiment of the plant pot according to 
the invention the side surface with root holes and/or the side 
surface with the dripper opening is provided with a coupling 
30 strip. Here the coupling strip can initially cover the root 

holes and/or the dripper opening and the coupling strips have to 
be removed prior to use of the plant pot in its tilted position 
to release the root holes and/or the dripper opening. According 
to a variant the coupling strip can however be provided with 
35 root holes and/or the dripper opening. 
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It is likewise possible for the coupling strips to be 
arranged on the side surfaces that are free of root holes and 
optionally the dripper opening. 

If in the tilted position there is a danger of water 
5 emptying or evaporating more rapidly out of the tilted plant pot 
because the bottom surface is left open, use can be made of 
another plant pot according to the invention wherein a side 
surface is provided with a covering flap for covering a bottom 
surface of the plant pot. 
10 a type of plant pot that is preferably used in the tilted 

position is that wherein the bottom surface of the plant pot is 
provide* with at least one groove which runs out into at least 
one side surface. It is noted however that plant pots without a 
groove in the bottom surface can be used ...ile retaining the 
15 advantages of the invention. 

Mentioned and other features of the plant pot according 
to the invention will be elucidated hereinafter in the light of 
a number of embodiments given only by way of example and with 
reference to the annexed drawing. 
20 m the drawing: 

figure 1 is a perspective view of the plant pot according 
to the invention during propagation; 

figure 2 is a perspective view of the plant pot of figure 
1 in its tilted position on a growing slab; 
25 figures 3 A and 3B show perspective views of the plant pot 

of figure 1 seen from opposing positions; 

figures 4 and 7 are views corresponding with figure 2 of 
variants; and 

figures 5 and 6 show perspective views of embodiments of 
30 plant pots according to the invention which are joined by means 
of a coupling strip. 

Figure 1 shows a plant pot 1 according to the invention. 
The plant pot 1 comprises a block 2 of mineral wool such as 
rockwool and glass wool. Arranged in the upper surface 3 is a 
35 plant hole 4 into which is placed a plug 5 of mineral wool, out 
of which grows the stem 7 of a plant 6. 
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The side surfaces 8-11 are covered with a wrapping 12 of 
light- and waterproof material such as a foil, for instance of 
polythene. 

Arranged in the bottom surface 13 are grooves 14-16 which 
5 run out into the side surfaces 8 and 10. 

On the side surface 8 the wrapping 12 is provided with 
root holes 17. The wrapping 12 is provided on side surface 10 
with a dripper opening 18. 

Figure 2 shows the tilted position of plant pot 1 during 
10 culture on a growing slab 19. The growing slab 19 is known and 
consists for instance of a slab of mineral wool encased on all 
sides i~ a foil of water- and lightproof material, such as 
polythene foil. Plant pot 1 is arranged on a plant opening 20 
arranged in the foil 21. The original side surface 8 is now a 
15 bottom surface, wherein plant roots can leave the plant pot 1 
via the root holes 17 and after passing through the plant hole 
20 can grow out into the growing slab 19. The original side 
surface 10 is now a top surface and into the dripper opening 18 
is now inserted a dripper 22 for feeding water and optionally 
20 nutrient solution. 

Figure 2 shows clearly that the stem 7 of the plant 6 
grows horizontally out of the original upper surface 3 which is 
now a side surface and that any contact with an edge is 
therefore avoided and therewith the danger of stem burning. 
25 Figures 3A and 3B show another plant pot 23 according to 

the invention, wherein in this case the grooves 14-16 run out 
into the side surfaces where the wrapping 12 has no root holes 
17 and no dripper opening 18, these being now arranged on the 
respective side surfaces 26 and 27. 
30 Figure 4 shows a plant pot 28 according to the invention 

which rests with a side surface 29 on the growing slab 19. On 
this side surface 29 the wrapping 12 is provided with root holes 
17. 

On the side surface 30 lying opposite side surface 29 the 
35 wrapping 12 is not provided with a dripper opening, but the 
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dripper 22 is through the wrapping l2 i„t= the Mode 2 

of mineral wool. 

Figure 5 shows two plant pots 31 according to the 
invention whereof the wrappings 12 on the side surfaces 32 are 
5 provided with root hoies 17. The plant pots 31 are nutually 
joined by wans of a coupling strip 33 provided with . paper 
strip provided with adhesive adhering to the wrapping 12. In 
this case the root holes 1, are covered by the coupling strip 

' „M,h Fl9Ure 6 8hWS **■ 34 accordin * to the invention 

T*ZZ\7T lly ^ ^ COUPUn * St ^ 33 the 

wrappxn- 12 is provided on the side surface 35 with the root 

holes 17, which are now not covered off by the coupling strip 

According to another variant the coupling strip 33 is 
likewise provided as according to figure 5 with root holes which 
1« substantially opposit. the root holes 17 arranged in the 
wrapping 12. 

Finally, figure 7 shows another plant pot 36 according to 
the invention, wherein the wrapping 12 is provided on the 
origxnal side surface 37 with root holes 17 which lie opposite 
the plant hole 20 of the growing slab 19. In this case the 
wrapping 12 is provided with a cover -flap 38 which covers off 
the original bottom surface 13. 

The cover flap can be a separate flap which is clamped 
under the wrapping 12 or can form part thereof and be tempo- 
rally fixed to the wrapping 12 during storage and propagation 
by means of a coupling strip removed thereafter. 

The root holes have dimensions and are arranged in a 

ITJ « ?1 ° ri9inal SUr£aCe SUCh ttat Plating of the 

Plant and later cultivating on the growing slab are 

substantially unaffected, while the roots can nevertheless grow 

vxa the root holes out into the growing slab without cultivation 

being adversely affected to any considerable degree. The same is 

true for the optionally used dripper opening. 
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CLAIMS 

1. Plant pot for cultivating plants which is in the form 
of a parallelepiped and made from mineral wool with a top 
surface for receiving a plant, of which the four sides adjoining 
the top surface are provided with a water- and lightproof 
5 material, wherein on at least one side surface the water- and 
lightproof material is provided with root holes. 

2* Plant pot as claimed in claim 1, wherein on a side 
surface remote from the side surface provided with root holes 
the water- and lightproof material is provided with an opening 
for a dripper. 

3. Plant pot as claimed in claim 1 or 2, wherein the side 
surface with root holes and/or the side surface with the dripper 
opening is provided with a coupling strip. 

4. Plant pot as claimed in claim 3, wherein the coupling 
strip covers the root holes and/ or the dripper opening. 

5. Plant pot as claimed in claim 3, wherein the coupling 
strip is provided with root holes and/or the dripper opening. 

6. Plant pot as claimed in claims 1-5 f wherein a side 
surface is provided with a cover flap for covering a bottom 
surface of the plant pot. 

7. Plant pot as claimed in claims 1-6, wherein the bottom 
surface of the plant pot is provided with at least one groove 
which runs out into at least one side surface. 

8. Method for cultivating plants using a plant pot 
according to any of the claims 1 to 7, wherein a plant is 
cultivated in a plant pot, which plant pot rests on a bottom 
surface, and after outgrowth the plant pot is tilted and rests 
on a side surface provided with root holes. 
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